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of feudal dues, of the militia service, the elimination
of caprice from the system of government. The
republic is so little in the mind of the country that
the peasants fire the castles and destroy the muniments
in the belief that their actions are countenanced by
the King.6

How then did the French Republic come to be
established four years later, seeing that republicanism
had never been recommended by the philosophers
and was no part of the general creed or tradition
of the country ? The Constituent Assembly was
profoundly monarchist, and left as the final monument
of its labours a constitution which preserved the
monarchy though with diminished and diluted powers.
The Church of course was monarchical, the aristo-
cracy was monarchical, the peasantry monarchical.
Mirabeau, who was certainly one of the most impressive
figures in the early history of the revolution, not only
by reason of his sonorous and powerful eloquence,
but also by reason of the fact that he had grasped
the transcendent necessity of plucking privilege
out by the roots without surrendering the country
to anarchy, urged again and again on the Constituent
Assembly the doctrine that the King was the direct
representative of the people and that it was to the
interest of the people that his power should be strong.
The man who had written the classical treatise against
the Lettres de Cachet, who had championed the claims
of the Third Estate against the Clergy and the Nobles,
and has told the King's usher that the National
Assembly would not disperse save at the point of
the bayonet, claimed that the King should possess
an absolute veto on legislation, that he should be
empowered to declare war, and to make peace, and that